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There is no officer of Revenue experience who does not know the impossibility of anything approaching to moral certainty in regard to Revenue cases,, unless he has not only the parties before him, but also the parties before him on the spot. When he is on the spot,, sees the matter in dispute with Ms own eyes., and hears the evidence in regard to that matter in the presence of the villagers themselves, he has some ground to hope that the evidence given before him is both truthful in itself, and also presented in a manner calculated to mislead. Otherwise he may be misled by evidence which is deliberately false or which, though in its language apparently truthful, is yet distinctly misleading. This is? no doubt, true in any part of the world ; but in our own country there is a strong force of public opinion which condemns, in the strongest and most emphatic manner, the giving of false evidence, and does not approve of the deliberate misleading of the court by the manner in which evidence is presented. In India public opinion is either indifferent or perhaps ^ven inclines the other way. Litigation is a form of warfare ; and all is held to be fair in war.
The very simplest illustrations may be given of this. A Civil Surgeon in a certain station in the Central Provinces told me that a pariah (mongrel) dog used to give great trouble to his servants by stealing their food, and often succeeded even in carrying off the meat supply of his own kitchen. He gave orders to his bearer * to let him know at any time when that dog came for purposes of theft; and he pi'omised for the sake of his servants and for Ms own sake to shoot it. One day he heard the sound of a gun shot near his verandah. He was lying down resting after a very long morning in the jail and local hospital. Hearing the sound he sprang up and ran out. He saw the dog lying dead, and his bearer holding a gun which had just been discharged. The dog had lying beside him a small joint of good " club mutton." All the other servants had gone Into the bazaar to buy their supply of food, and this servant was
* The bearer Is the valet: he is sometimes called " Sirdar."   IB the old days of the Sirdar (headman) and bearers did household work.